SS	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
the rapid increase in German and Italian armaments in
the ISSO's, and by Bismarck's rather defiant tone during
the Boulanger period. It was this secrecy as to the terms
of the Triple Alliance, and the exaggerated suspicions to
which it gave rise, which contributed so much toward the
embitterment of Franco-German relations and to the for-
mation of the Franco-Russian Alliance in the early 1890's.
THE RUMANIAN ALLIANCE  OF 1883
Even the Triple Alliance did not complete the circle of
treaties by which Bismarck wished to assure the peace of
Europe. In the summer of 1883 King Carol, the Hohen-
zollern ruler of Rumania, visited Germany. Bismarck took
the occasion to sound Austria, "whether it would not be
desirable and possible to extend our League of Peace
[Friedensliga] with Italy to the East, and thereby lead in
firm paths the policy of Rumania, and eventually also that
of Serbia and the Porte, Except for Russia and France,
there is no state in all Europe today which is not interested
in the maintenance of peace. The firm pivot for the crystal-
lization of any such scheme would always be our own
permanent Dual Alliance."45 As Austria responded fa-
vorably, Bismarck had two long interviews with the Ruma-
nian premier, whom he found "more declamatory than busi-
nesslike," M. Bratianu was very eager for the kudos which
would come from an alliance with the Great Powers. He
was loud in his denunciation of Russian intrigues in Aus-
tria as well as in Rumania and Bulgaria, At the prospect
of Austro-German backing, his chauvinistic imagination be-
gan to build castles in the air in which the Italian conquest
of Nice, Savoy, and Corsica should be but the prelude to
Rumania's acquisition of the Danubian Delta and Bes-
sarabia. He had to be brought down to earth by energetic
reminders from Bismarck and Kalnoky that the proposal
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